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50TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION BY THE AUTHORDescribed by

the author as simply 'a work of love', Mirror to Damascus provides a rich and fascinating history of

Damascus from the Amorites of the Bible to the revolution of 1966, and is also a charming and witty

personal record of an extraordinary city.In explaining how modern Damascus is rooted in

immemorial layers of culture and tradition, Colin Thubron explores the historical, artistic, social and

religious inheritance of its people. Along the way, he shares unforgettable stories about the

enterprising travellers of bygone days.Mirror to Damascus is a unique portrait of a city now

obscured by recent upheavals, by one of the most indefatigable and popular of travel writers.
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Even though it is more than 40 years old, this book evokes Damascus, and the history of Syria, with

such detail that it can be seen as a prediction for the troubles of today. And then there is the

language; measured, appropriate, beautiful.



Compulsory reading for those who wish to ave some understanding of Syria and its neighbours prior

to the current disaster.

I read a hardbound library copy. This is, I believe, Thubron's first travel book, researched and

written when he was in his twenties. A precocious writer, he hit the ground running with a whimsical,

idiosyncratic style and immense erudition. No trouble keeping my attention all the way through. He

has been prolific and in my memory has maintained his performances at a very reliable level.
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